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This report summarizes data collected in 2004 at Gilbert Lake and Swan 
Lake.  Traps using fish carcasses were used to catch turtles in each 
lake continuing trapping initiated in 2003.  A total of 5 days were 
spent at Gilbert Lake during which 1,112 turtles of 7 species were 
caught (Table 1) 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Table 1. Turtles trapped at Gilbert Lake 
 
Species                                                         N   % 
______________________________________________               ____ _____ 
Spiny softshell (Apalone spinifera)                            12  1.08 
Red-eared slider (Trachemys scripta elegans)                 1080 97.12 
Stinkpot (Sternotherus odoratus)                                3  0.27 
Painted turtle (Chrysemys picta)                                8  0.72 
Common map turtle (Graptemys geographica)                       1  0.09 
Ouachita map turtle (Graptemys ouachitensis)                    1  0.09 
Snapping turtle (Chelydra serpentina)                           7  0.63 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
A total of 33 days were spent trapping at Swan Lake.  However, only 
about half of these were intensive trapping days.  The other half were 
days where only 1 basking trap was used.  Regardless, 4373 captures of 
8 species of turtles were made (Table 2) 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Table 2. Turtles trapped at Swan Lake 
 
Species                                                         N   % 
______________________________________________               ____ _____ 
Smooth softshell (Apalone mutica)                               4  0.09 
Spiny softshell (Apalone spinifera)                            94  2.15 
Red-eared slider (Trachemys scripta elegans)                 4162 95.17 
Painted turtle (Chrysemys picta)                               27  0.62 
Common map turtle (Graptemys geographica)                       3  0.07 
Ouachita map turtle (Graptemys ouachitensis)                    6  0.14 
False map turtle (Graptemys pseudogeographica)                  3  0.07 
Snapping turtle (Chelydra serpentina)                          74  1.69 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The two lakes were similar in that both faunas are dominated by the 
red-eared slider.  Differences are only in minor species.  No smooth 
softshells were caught at Gilbert Lake.  In contrast, no stinkpots were 
trapped at Swan Lake.   
 
One interesting demographic feature is apparent.  At Swan Lake fewer 
young sliders were caught compared to Gilbert Lake.  Average plastron 
length at Gilbert Lake in 2004 was 155 mm versus 172 mm for Swan Lake.  
However, average size at both lakes was lower in 2004 compared to 2003.  
At Swan Lake average plastron length was 182 mm in 2003 versus 172 mm 
in 2004.  At Gilbert Lake average plastron length in 2003 was 177 mm 
versus 155 mm in 2004.  The decrease in average size of the red-eared 
sliders in both these lakes reflect increasing rates of recruitment, 
and particularly so at Gilbert Lake.  At Gilbert Lake more than half of 
the trapped turtles were three years old or younger. 
 
The increase in numbers of red-eared sliders could present a management 
challenge.  Sliders feed heavily on aquatic vegetation.  It could be 
that large and increasing populations of sliders may complicate 
establishment of aquatic vegetation in these backwater lakes. 
 
Continued trapping is indicated for both lakes. 
 
 
